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LOUISE  
POUND
Louise Pound’s influence on folklore 
studies is so foundational, her ideas 
are mostly taken for granted and 
she’s scarcely cited anymore. The 
ironic consequence of this is that 
many contemporary folklorists are 
unfamiliar with her or her work. 
Pound was one of the first scholars to 
seriously and systematically refute 
the idea of “the throng,” a romantic 
notion of spontaneous, communal 
authorship that she dismantled in 
groundbreaking, interdisciplinary 
works like Poetic Origins and the 
Ballad and American Ballads and 
Songs. Moreover, she shaped the 
American professoriate through 
terms as president of The American 
Folklore Society (1925-27) and the 
A m e r i c a n D i a l e c t S o c i e t y 
(1938-1944), and in 1955 she became 
the first women president of the 
Modern Language Association. She 
was, however, proudest of her work as 
a teacher, a fact emphasized by her 
student and friend Benjamin Botkin 
in Pound’s obituary in the Journal of 
American Folklore,: “with her, 
teaching was a way of life that 
became a part of the lives of her 
graduate students, who treasure her 
memory as a guide, philosopher, and 
friend.” Louise Pound was a singularly 
astounding person, and it is with 
great humility that this journal has 
been named in her honor. 
“I believe the pleasantest 
thing that has happened to 
me is that I’ve had a 
number of books dedicated 
to me.” 
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